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aMar C. Berrett, a lean 6- 
foot veteran of World 
War IPs Battle of the 
Bulge, was 21 in 1947 
when he arrived as a mis- 

sionary in Atlanta, Ga. A bespecta- 

cled, red-headed descendant of Mor- 
mon pioneers, he was anxious to 
spread the gospel throughout the 

Southern States Mission, but, he real- 

ized soon, he was not prepared. | 
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LaMar C. Berrett, who once was “pathetically ignorant” of Bible, has a 


home library filled with books on the scriptures and Church history. 


From drums 
to classes, 


he'sin step 


Continued from page 5 ~ 


LaMar Berrett has always been obedi- 
ent. He was born in Riverton, Utah, the 
fourth of seven children of John Harold 
and Stella Wright Berrett, who stressed 
“living good.” He willingly assumed his 
duties and responsiblities in the home 
and family. They enjoyed financial suc- 
cess during the early 1920s but struggled 
after the stock market crashed, Berrett 


. remembers, as a 7-year-old, watching 


men repossess and haul off the family’s 
electric stove, refrigerator and tele- 

hone. “I remember well going out to the 
gunnysack refrigerator’ to get milk,” he 
said, describing the burlap bag with 
water dripping on it to keep the bottled 


_ milk inside cool. 


Later, his father went to work for an 
automobile dealer, and became manag- 
er. Young LaMar, who was president of 
his junior high school student .body, 
earned spending money milking a cow 
every morning and evening and working 
with his father at the dealership. In ju- 
nior high school, he played in the school 
band. During his first year in high school, 
he took private drum lessons for dance 
band from Merlin Shaw, an orchestra 
drummer. Shaw, whose time was limited 
after he had been called to a bishopric, 
asked Berrett if he would take his place 
in the orchestra. 
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